2012 4-H Softball Rules & Regulations

ELIGIBILITY and REGISTRATION

1. Only Clark County 4-H members will be allowed to participate.
2. All team rosters for the tournament must be received by June 15.
3. Tournament dates are JULY 27 - 29.
No shoes with removable spikes or metal spikes are allowed.  All rubber soled of any type are allowed.
All players will be required to wear shoes.

A League

Individuals 12* and older as of January 1 (current year).
(*Coaches discretion to allow 12 and 13 year olds to play in this league).
B League

Individuals 13 and younger as of January 1 (current year).
C League

Individuals 5 - 10 years old as of January 1 (current year).
Youth may participate on teams from their club in no more than two leagues if eligible by age.  Clubs may have a team(s) in all of the three leagues and are allowed to have as many teams in any one league as they desire.
A member can only be on one team in a league.  Two or more clubs may jointly sponsor a team.

The Clark County 4-H Leaders Federation will be sponsoring a “Sportsmanship Award” for each league.  One club per league will be chosen by umpires and coordinators.  Each award-winning club will receive $25 for their club treasury.

RULES and REGULATIONS
(These apply to all practice and tournament games)
1. A team may play with either nine or ten players.  If ten players are used, four must play in the outfield area.
2. “A” & “B” League - Clubs are required to have a minimum of one (two) boy and one (two) girl (no all boy/all girl teams) playing on the field at all times.  If a club has only one boy or one girl present, they will be required to play with nine players and take an automatic out when that vacant position is due to bat in the batting rotation.

“C” League - All girl/all boy teams are acceptable if a club does not have enough members for a co-ed team or has not been able to combine teams with another club.

3. All individuals must be enrolled in Clark County 4-H by the April 15th deadline.
4. A team must have nine players present to begin the game.  Teams will wait 15 minutes before starting or forfeit.  A game will not begin unless nine players are on the field.
5. PITCHERS:
“A” league must pitch from 46 or 49 feet


“B” league must pitch from 40 or 46 feet


“C” league pitching distance is up to the discretion of the coaches

6. The pitcher must have one foot on the pitching rubber when the ball is released.  One step allowed prior to pitching rubber.
7. All pitches will be of the slow pitch style.  No back spin pitches allowed.  No fast pitches or rotary-type pitching will be allowed.  Any disagreement on this matter will be settled by a consultation of the two umpires.
8. Pitches must not exceed a maximum arc of 10 feet.  A flat pitch will automatically be called a ball in the "A" league.  Umpire discretion will be used during the tournament for the "B" and "C" leagues for arc and pitch speed.
9. All leagues - if the ball hits the plate or mat it is considered a strike.
10. No jewelry of any kind or metal hair accessories allowed by anyone.  Medical alert items are exempt from this rule.
11. The home team will furnish bases and home plate.  Bases will be at least 15 inches in length on all sides. Bases do not have to be anchored.
12. Base paths will be 65 feet in length.
13. ”A” league - any combination of two strikes, whether a foul ball or ball hitting the plate or mat will result in an out.  “A” league will have 2 strikes and 3 balls.

“B” league - Batter will be allowed three strikes before being called out, four balls before receiving a walk.

“C” league – Batter will be allowed three strikes before being called out, four balls before receiving a walk.  After the third “called ball” the batter will be given a “T” to complete their “at bat”.
14. All leagues - All fouls are considered strikes.
15. The home team captain is to specify the ground rules to the opposing team captain and the two umpires prior to starting time of the game.
16. No throwing of the bat allowed.  Violators are automatically called out.
17. BATS:

“A” and “B” leagues - bats will be provided for tournament use.


No other bats will be allowed.



The Greenwood Lions Club will purchase bats.



“C” league - players may bring own bats for tournament.

· Only softball bats will be used
· No titanium, double, triple, multi-wall, or bats that exceed 1.2 BPF will be allowed
· All bats will be checked by umpire prior to play

· If an illegal bat is used during the course of the tournament the following will result:

· 1st offense - one automatic out for team and the bat will be confiscated by tournament committee until the end of the tournament

· 2nd offense - if a 2nd offense occurs during the tournament the individual using the bat will be dismissed from the tournament
18. All catchers are required to wear a catcher's mask.
19. A batter may not advance to first base on a missed last strike.
20. No base stealing will be allowed.
21. Sliding will be allowed at second, third and home plates.  Batters are not allowed to slide into first base.  Runners advancing between third and home plate have the option, and are encouraged, to avoid contact with the catcher.  Individuals leaving the base path or not touching home plate in attempting to avoid this contact have the option of being called safe and scoring a run, if in the umpire's discretion they would have been safe and had they not made the decision to avoid physical contact.  (We would like to emphasize that this is a judgement call on behalf of the umpire implemented to decrease the risk of injury to participants.)
22. Runners will not be allowed to leave base until the ball is hit. Those who violate this regulation will be automatically called out.
23. If there is an injury or disability prior to the tournament, a pinch runner may be used.  This notification must be made to opposing team coach & umpire prior to play.  The batter must reach 1st base before a pinch runner is allowed.  The pinch runner must be the last out.  Pinch runner must be used throughout the game.
24. Maximum limit of 3 out of the park home runs per team per game.  After that the batter will be called out.  Base runners will not advance.
25. Tournament games will be 7 innings except for the following:
· 12 run rule after 5 innings will prevail in all leagues

· B league -  8 run rule per inning no matter if you have 6 runs and bases loaded – 8 runs only

· C league -  batting order or 3 outs per inning/per team

· “A” league will have a 1-hour time limit

· “B” and “C” leagues will have a 1 hour, 15 minutes time limit

· No new inning will start after the above time limits

· Tournament championship games will all be 7 innings in length

26. When the ball is hit in foul territory and is a fly ball and if played on and caught by a fielder, batter is out, runner may advance at his or her risk.
27. Base runners will be allowed only one extra base taken at their risk on inbound or out of bounds overthrows.
28. Bunting is not allowed.  A bunt will result in an automatic out for the batter.
29. Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated.  The umpires will determine what shall be deemed unsportsmanlike behavior.  Intentional walks are considered unsportsmanlike conduct.
30. The infield fly rule will not be in effect for A, B, or C leagues.  (This means the batter is not automatically out and the ball must be caught by a fielder).
31. Blocking of home plate by any player is illegal.
32. Each starter may re-enter the game as long as he/she is placed in the same batting order.
33. No consumption of alcohol, smoking or use of drugs will be tolerated by any 4-H members, leaders, coaches, parents, or umpires regardless of age at games.

No carry-ins of any type (food or beverage) will be allowed during this 4-H activity.

All rules subject to Greenwood Lions approval for tournament play.

ALL championship games will be played on Sunday.
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